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L s o Jife becomes more lech-driven, many

i thae architecture and design commumty a1
wonder i fechnology will replace them =
in the coming future. While we hope, )

aned oven beliove, thsl human ingenuity
cannol be replaced casily, there is one design spae P
is undergoing a virtual transformation, Modern kitchens
are Baringg designed on apps ancd iteractivee sallwane, and
almaost completely delegated o third-party supplicrs by
architects themselvies. As a speclalised field, IF has evolved
comsbderabsly, and the latest transformation has Iseen the
digitisation of kitchen design,

Explaining its ment, Rakesh Koaul, president and chicd
exeoutive, Consumer Products Division, HSIL Limited,
says, “With multiple design inspirations available through
plattorms such as Instagram, Pinberest and interior decoor
g nes, home pwners have an array of options o decde
on the theme, codour and material, However, all this infor
mkthon s fragmented and onorganised, which makes the
buying process cumbersome. This is whene these platforms
step in as expert companions to hand-hold the consunmers
througgh i enbire kilchon design omiey. Also, they will
help brands veadh out to the leeh-savvy audience (o help
them in their dedision-making journey.”

This technologieal lranstormation in the markel place
has also brought i new plavers to compete in this arena
Take, for mstance, Inbex Technologies, which expanded
its business porfolio consisting of mobiles and consuamer
durables and IT acoessories W include furmitire and interior
sislutions, The intention s o Blend technology, innayation,
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contemporany design and acsthetics with consumer-frendly
pricing, Which is why Rajiv Kapoor, vice-prosident, Infex
Technolighes - Furnbture Division, sees great benefits in the
digitisation of the design process, “Vidual plattorm helps
in presenting a number of designs with good floor plans,
Cusboumiers can view the options feom different angles, It
also enables us o marginalise complaints and other issoes
related to measurements, placement and workability,”

For solution providers, this is an appropriste step torsard
Hhak will pake d(-ilan oo thee rsasses i Hhe most comvenient
and accessible manner, “The shift minimises the space for
error, gives more control fo the consumers, and hlps move
thee sector o being o more advanoed and orgamsed one, We
want technology to enmpower people, 1o help ke designs to
e mesdt Bevel, We are comibng, ip with o concept room soon,
which will belp customers design and see the visual in 30,"
says Alok Duggal, COO of hoamestudio.com, an eoomimer o
corpaiy thal promises the design, delivery and set-up of
a German design kitchen to customers in 10 days, with a
litetime of service and five years’ warranty,

With technology touching every aspect of our daily lite,
designing a perfed kitchen customised 1o specific needs and
desires coubd become o “cakewalk” - as Subodh Moehita, head,
Hoamwe F e Busaness, Cawldreg
plattorms can help vou o ensure thiat you are not hindering
the flow, acoessibility and arganisatioen of a well-designed
Katehen, 11 is a behavioural shift in comsumers which wall siill
take timee to sproad across India as a common practioe.”

b, puts bl “Virtual

VIRTUAL CHALLENGES

M.|kmg the design process more efficiont and reliable, a
virtually designed kitchen cam avold dependability on
multiple sources b artive ot o sell-fulfilling resull. 1t can
improve product presentation, and a vaniety of designs with
colors can be showcased with differont viewing angles aned
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ittt But on the (ip side, Kapoor warns, over-dependency
o sl bware designs could also prove bo be less practical,
pomsibily resulting in disasters during esecution, “More de-
sign options may hamper the process, as showing a variety
s (hal the custommes may dechde on any eolour, shagde,
hardware and accessory,” b points out.

There is also the question of developing the right kind
of design sofbwares, which will require regular upgrades
with more reliable tools, Soltware and apps don’| come
cheap. “There are sl no dedicated softwares Tor kitchen
diesign available in the market, and developing one at
your own cost will prove (o be cxpensive, [But] yes, il will
stangl; as we are moving towards technology advance-
e, Hhiese apps willl givee botter perlerimance with
Improved accuracy,” Kapoor believes.

Civen that they can save on manpower, time and energy
bvvodved i i progect, Moehda sees dear-cul benetits for these
wolutions in the long rn. “The virual platform ooates a
transparent approach that makes the consumes mone awarne
and involved in e design process without losing his share
of imterest,” he explains. However, he also nodes a certain
clowam s bor bt T reguires skill developent, Mot everyone
i up for fhis change, sinoe they have been practising using
olel techndques, Ttdoes nob offer the “wuch and feel” which
the comsumers prefer before choosing any procuct, Te is also
a one-timie investiment — oost ol the technoboggy and studio
sebup [need 1o be considered)].”

Advancoments will peed o ackniowbedge that Kitehen de

NEW IN THE MARKET

WSIL: Swited to tha Indian market, BEL's nawly-lounched modals

of auto-clean chémnays ore poving the way for smorder kifchens.
Towio 90 Awto Cheon Chimney, with a fikanivem hood and double matal
blewar, wes votad Product of the Yoor by a survey conduciad by
Niglsan, Theo 90 Auto-Clean Chimnay, on fhe other hand, contains o
unigque medion-conkrol mechanesm whech llows ane fo swich on the
chimney with the wave of the hand,

Miifele: For a discreed solulion, Hifele s new range of cailing
hoeds by Folma: Rush mta any standard suspundod cailing and are
hordly mofceobde. These hoads parform she some fumchians os eker
hoads, bt with reduced noise. s inmavalive designs show a bold new
approath o mxdracfion design with typical Hakion floir.

Tha Dorwin Siding System, olso by Hitels, is o one-front shiding
systeen thot works afficiently to expose or hide monoblodk kitchens.
All orva has to da 15 open the Fronts and fhan slide tham inta the
towifies craatnd on aither side of the kitchen, Once the kitchen is nel
i, the fronts can be pollod out frem the covities ond did back into
th el otinn nasiting = i o hivhin it

Pltisch: The company kas braught the German kitchen brand
Eggersmann’s Work's concap! fo the Indian morkat, The Work's
kishan amphasises on th functianality of tha kirdhar in oddition 1o
ke oesthatics. The collection is crofted in blok striped ghoss with
madubes in real woad venaar, |1 olsa has units in laminale with nano

hnesh and seft touch effed.
fechinalogy in combination with pull-eul spouts. Matrs Seled and Talis

Selact inoranse the aperating range oround the sink, making wark in
ke kitchen considarably eosinr. The Seled bulton is locotad af the lop
of the pull-aut spout, ond the swivel spout has o 1 50-degres range
onel ton ba furned in any direcion,

GRAFF: The ME 25 kitchen series, with wo spaut styles ond
designer hondias, hinds o pesfact harmany between ossthetics
and funetion. Coardinating kitchan and bar fautst optians give this
rrinimalist sedes an odded benus,
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sl s a combimation of space planning, ergomomics, slorage
planning and acstheticos. As Jingen Woll, MD, Hitele India,
eaplains, "Customers need o have an understand ing of

dynamic clements Bke ergonomics, thus an intervention of a
consultant is always needed. Having said this, most custom-
ers are diven by aesthobios and, therefore, 30 visualisation
bexds will becomae maore important. Some internabional kitch-
en bramds have alreacly started using virtwal reality tools to
give the eustomer a virtual walk through their personalised
Kitehen design. There is also a trend of showcasing, Hife-sized
profecthons an a swall via a projector, teough which the
crstonmaer can view thir 1‘\.':'-\1-".111'-».‘\1 design and can gain an
understanding of how it will actually burn oul.”

These plattorms should ideally be developed by kitchen
applianee companies soas o elp oomsumerns make mone
sounad decisions, acoording o Baul. However, it could affed
the business of oftline traders < nbess it s also implermented
i e shomes, “The balanoe bebvween the ondine and offline plat-
forme has o be manbained and, in fact, online ools should
b bl o drive consumers 1o offlioe channels for picking up
the produds inone place, While we ane booking Bodo this in
thie mear futune, wae would like o implement the same at the
showrooms o benedit all partbes involved,” he stabes,

THE LATEST TRENDS

Diesiggn-dolivery asice, appliances are defining maodern
kitehens with advanced funclionality and sleck exteri
ors, Auto-dean and motion-sensor chimmeys constitute a
substantiol chunk of the chimney sales, points out Kaul. In
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KITCHEN DESIGN FAUX-PAS

Otten, in tha designing procass, o hew ossanbial comp onents gat
overlooked or completely ignored, Kitchen axperts ki some of those
mizses o well o5 fha must-haves,

* Provision for bre axfinguisher and smoke alarms naads 1o be
fakan core of

A pull-out extended choppng countar can be o vary imperian
odditian

Trendy roof hangers con ba used fo hang smoll utensils

# small blockboard for writing redpes, te-do lists, important tasks,
#lt, can halp

Extetnal gos pipeline is mastly ot considered by designars and
tuslamers

Most chionds don't prafer tha bullt-in micrawava dus ba twst ond
spata fnctors, bul it mokes the kisthen look batter prgonited
Seporate sinks for wosheng hands ond food should ba considered
for hygeana reosons

Nat canside ring elactrical pairs for chimmey ond b prior to
dusigming, is @ comman issun

Mast af the time, folse celling ks not considerad as customers don
want fo spand more = but it helps with the conesaled lights, cove
lighting and exhaust vand,

®

Informabion: coortesy Bafiv Kapoor, wioe-prasidant, inlex Tachanlogies
« Furminre Mvtsron

the casie of hobs, there has been a drastic shift in demand for
Thaliam-type designs o brass burner designs that are more
stilbable bor Indian cooking. "Customar are moving towards
whiass clements i thelr kitchen as that adds 1o the decor, This
has increased the sales of chimneys, cookbops, hobs, builian
oven, refrigeratons, ete. While walkedn or built-dn pantrics
il b morm for modulas kitchens, colowred appliances ane
also becoming increasingly popular and helping o anchor a
kitchen viswally,” he adds

When it oomes bo colours, Mehita believes thal modern
greys will be the most sought-after for kitchens, While white
cabinets will continue bo stay popular, grey will also dominate
i 207 b cabinets andd donrs, "Wie il also shart fo see more
oopper-ankoured handles, acoessories and appliances ooming
through, as peophe ey bo Bnd altermalives o stalnloss steel amnd
Blasck to complement their cabinets,” e believes, Addition-
ally, hie sees colourful sinks becoming, a focal point in neutral
Kitehens with the Backsplash matching e selected hue,

Better organisabion systems and comipict & Aufions are
also changying how kitchens are designed. Highlighting this
trencl, Dugggginl stabes, “Closet kitchen bs now popular anmong
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bachelors, as they could just close the entire kitchen when
they finish cooking: and it docsn’t consume much space as
wiell” Thaese hicleaway kitchon solutions responad o the space
crunch in most urban bomes and can also be an effective ool
im creating seambess, cduttor-free kitchens. Elaborating on

s sarluabiom, Woll stales, " This cooking and washing ares
can be contained inside one cupboard, which can be placed
anywhere within the kitchen/living space, Hidden sinks,
lchilon storagee aned Mdden cookbops — soamboss deshgns can
b created with shding aounters that fit over cooktops and
siribes B bk Kitchon elements. Kitchen shand Lifts can radse
the counter 1o reveal hidden shelving storage underneath and
clever cabinetry can conceal the appliances panel.”

CHANGING LIFESTYLES AND DESIGNS
Kitchen trends will soon need o cater to aspects other
than cobour and better storage solutions. Modern homie-

owners, especially urban folks, are developing o whole new
approach fo lving - from composting at hiome, wanting a
kitchen garden, to accepling the latest revolubionary” dicts,
These changing lifestyles will, sooner o later, affect the way
kitchins are designed < making way For newer (and more)
appliandes, aned unigue storage options o meel such divernse
chodoes, Indoor wall-hung planters might soon nudge in

and demand a prominent place in e kitchen, 1 the new

hydroponic gardening solutions are any indication, then
the farm-to-table concept might have many urban seekers,
AL these changes could invarkably altes how kitchens are
perceived and designed,

With mone and more people taking up cooking wﬂnmly
and semi-prodessionally < from amateur foodies to bloggers,
Vasant Vasudeo, managing director, Metrika, sees potential
tor gowrmet kitchens. “Gourmet kitchens are equipped with
professional applianoes, sturdy and casy-fo-chean surfaces,
and storage for specially ilems, Although this design may
be as grand and opulent as the state-of-the-art decorated
kitchin, you costilel Beingg sorme of Bhese fealures that yoru love
1oy our Keatchen at home, ™ he SUggests,

Kaul warns about blindly acoepling trends, saying Indian
womtsumiers can offon get carncd away and emd o gaoning
some practical probiems they would eventually face, Hie cites
the growsing trend of open kibchens, “With the Indian style
of cokdng, cheaning s o challongeing task, as the kitchen can
easily collect grime, A closed Layoul will be less of a hassle o
manage, since the fumes, smells and grime will be sestricfisd
1o o Kftchien anc will cut down on unnecessiry cleaning
Hene, consumors and designers have o keep the tamily size,
habits, proferred cooking style amd thae ocation of the bome in
mimid wehile designing kitchens,” e explains,

Probably the most defining change affecting the kitchen
seumient s howw accessible mocdern lusanes” have beooame,
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THE FUTURE OF KITCHENS

Moving forward, Bakesh Kaul of H3IL beheves we oo expect
oufomenion 1o Become o dehming element of modern kitchens Many
devstes wall oliow you fo rum your home from your smortphone
Kisa, pesple are batnmang mare sansitive obowt food woste ond
mamdecturars are uung [fhe lotet m] lechnolagy to develop 'smart
sturoge that mn keep frock of ol the Mems in the kochen and Their
expary dites,” hve stntes

I & simniliar vein, Godire|'s Subodh Mehta mentions mnevations
sach o5 Smiort refnigerators. “delivening unpor alleled level of
cormcted hunthanalsty, lood manogement /organization and seambess
femily conmechions.” Mo need to wonder and goess i there 15 millk n
the tndge: mshend of pver-buying ond wasting food, cempdy ched; the
Smuort opp ond fnd cat exoctly what you need ond when you needd
“VUX (wriwal user expenience), the new cantral system by means of
light prajection, mbroduces o new era of apphionce contrel an the held
of ktrhen opplionees Dechwnsher, hob ond hosd ton be controlied
with this Ul,™ he points out.

Frood has s cwn ulture, s own ceremamess i evary sanety
ond group . ester Vasom Vanudes of Metrika Eoreg brimgs people
tegether, intiates discussions, bridpes or separates people based
on differences in faste. Fe predicts, The mom will wse o smart knde
o ut correls, the tfle bey will use o food sensar bo know whather
fhe breod r frent of him contoms. gluten. The fomily will possess o
3D-food-primier able o print out dod's foweunte four-cheese paro;
{thare will be] a Smart sole, Smart fndge and ofl knds of gxeful
kitchen godgets.” That's @ fturistic scenarie, indeed

._,._‘

Luxury is no bonger restricied to the sclect few, but is being

used for mass marketing, observes Vasudeo. “People have
boeoome richer, and lusury i= a blumed genre that's no donger
the purview of the elite. These people do not follow any set

-
v
! “ patterns and dety stereotviping. The sounce of their ndhes can
-'h“ be unchear, bul they contribute the masimum o the purchase
. —
i’

of luury brands.”™ Given the acoessible EMI schemes, most
people can accommodate huxsarnious kitchen designs that fit
inlo their evolving bfestyle. Desigring innovalive solutions

s only the first step, but making these solutions more acoes-
sible is whal's changing modemn kitchens for good. 58

ARCHITECT and INTERIORS INDMA | SEPTEMBER 2007 | wwwsrowecmndrmenoninga

K-23, South Extension, Part II, New Delhi-110049, India
Landline: 011- 46522888, 011-46523888
www.arshpr.com




